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LUTHER AGAINST ERASMUS 


The introduction to the 1964 Reformation Lecture delivered at Luther-Tyndale Mem 
Church, London, N.W.5, on Reformation Eve, 30 October, by Dr. J. I. Pacicer, Ward 


Latimer House, Oxford 


On September 6, 1524, Desiderius 
Erasmus, the foremost literary man of 
his day, sat in his study writing a letter 
to one of his distinguished friends and 
patrons, the King of England, Henry 
VIII. In the course of his letter came 
the words : “The die is cast. The little 
book on free-will has seen the light 
of day’. He was referring to his 
Diatribe seu Collatio de _ libero 
Arbitrio (A Discussion or Conference, 
concerning Free-will), which had been 
published at Basel five days earlier. 
He wrote more truly than he knew. 
The die was cast indeed. A Rubicon 
had been crossed, and one of the great 
storms of history was about to break. 

Why had Erasmus written — at a 
single sitting, we are told — this ‘little 
book on free-will’ ? Because he had be- 
come convinced that the only way of 
keeping the friends on whose gener- 
osity and protection his career de- 
pended was publicly to dissociate him- 
self from that stormy petrel, Martin 
Luther, whose revolutionary views 
and fiery manner of expressing them 
in print was setting all Christendom 
by the ears. Hereby hangs a tale, 
which we must briefly tell. 

Though primarily a_ philologist, 
classicist, and satirist, rather than a 
theologian, Erasmus was not wholly 
secular in his interests. In 1516 he 
brought out his pioneer critical edition 
of the Greek New Testament, and 
since at least 1502, when he wrote 
Enchiridion Militis Christiani (The 
Christian Soldier’s Handbook), he had 
not sought to conceal his concern that 
the Church should be reformed. His 
ideal of reformation, however, was 
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neither as thoroughgoing nor as evg 
gelical as that which Luther | 
maintained. In face of obscurantif} 
superstition, corruption, and m@ 
laxity, Erasmus pleaded for a re 
to the ‘Christian philosophy’ (phil@ 
phia Christiana) of the New Tei 
ment. But by this he meant 
Testament ethics rather than 
Testament doctrine. For Erasmus 
not regard any questions of the 
gical truth as having ultimate impit 
ance for the Christian man. 
attitude was that as long as one 
to be good and says one’s pray 
keeping humble and admitting oF 
faults and weaknesses, being loyal © 
churchman and law-abiding a 

citizen, one need not bother 
head about matters of doctrine. TI 
logical debates may be left to 
theologians; they do not concern 
ordinary Christian one way or 
other. What Erasmus sought, tl 
was a reformation, not of doctr} 
but simply of manners. And he 


play in bringing it about. 
was to wed ‘good letters’ (the clas: 
and ‘sacred letters’ (the Bible) 
gether, for the furtherance of mori} 
and culture. Hence, on principly 
well as from inclination, he was 
ways a man of peace, for he k 
that humanistic studies could | 
prosper in conditions of socia 
ecclesiastical instability. Anything” 
ruptive or revolutionary 
anathema to Erasmus, and his ins*f 
was to keep clear of such things ii} 
possibly could. 


when in 1517 Dr. Martin 
ar, a thirty-four-years-old theo- 
al professor and city pastor at 
snberg, was suddenly catapulted 
eminence by the broadcasting 
ghout Germany in broadsheet 
of his Ninety-five Theses against 
urrent theology of indulgences, 
vhen Dr. Luther followed this up 
a shower of inflammatory pam- 
s assaulting accepted ideas on a 
2 series of topics relating to the 
ine and life of grace, Erasmus’ 
ngs were mixed. He did not see 
oint of Luther’s protests, nor did 
ce their ferocious polemical style; 
he sympathised with many of 
fer’s grievances against current 

and not prepared to join the 
us of those who cried out against 
For some years, therefore, when 
1 for his views on Luther, 
mus contented himself with ob- 
ng that Luther’s motives were 
sparently honest and his inten- 
, undoubtedly good, which was 
2 than could be said of some of 
ponents. So in 1520 we find him, 
a quizzed by Luther’s patron and 
ector, Frederick the Wise, making 
amous remark : ‘Luther has com- 
ed a great sin; he has hit the 
ks in their belly, and the Pope in 
crown !’ (‘What a wonderful little 
» Frederick grumbled afterwards; 
never know where you are with 
”) Erasmus would not pronounce 
nst Luther, but at the same time 
nad no intention of getting in- 
ed in the storm Luther was rous- 


ut the situation soon reached a 
it where Erasmus felt he could no 
er stand aloof. In 1520, the Pope 
mmunicated Luther for heresy. 
he same year, Luther denounced 
papal claim to supremacy, burned 
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the Pope’s bull of excommunication, 
attacked the established sacramental 
and hierarchical system (The Baby- 
lonish Captivity of the Church), and 
called on the heads of states to sum- 
mon a council and reform the German 
church, at once (Address to the Ger- 
man Nobility). Erasmus’ unwilling- 
ness to condemn Luther, coupled with 
his own known wish for reform, had 
already brought him under suspicion 
of being a crypto-Lutheran. For a 
time he had been content merely to 
joke about the accusation that, as he 
once put it, he had laid the egg which 
Luther hatched, and he must have 
thought it very funny to be suspected, 
as in 1521 he was, of being the real 
author both of Luther's Babylonish 
Captivity and of Henry VIII’s Assert- 
ton of the Seven Sacraments, written 
in reply to it! But things were getting 
beyond a joke. Erasmus had powerful 
enemies, and with Luther in such 
utter disgrace it was becoming in- 
creasingly important for him that no- 
body should be able to take him for a 
Lutheran in disguise. In 1520, he had 
been offered a bishopric if he would 
write against Luther, and had re- 
fused; but in 1523 he decided, reluct- 
antly we may believe, that he would 
have to take this step after all. 


Having made his decision, Erasmus’ 
next problem was to find a suitable 
topic on which to write. In 1520, 
Luther had published a counterblast 
to his excommunication, entitled 
Assertion (assertio) of all the Articles 
of Dr. Martin Luther condemned by 
the Bull of Leo X). The thirty-sixth of 
these reasserted articles was that free- 
will is a mere fiction, This paradoxical 
thesis seemed to Erasmus to provide 
an ideal theme for his purpose. The 
defence of free-will accordingly be- 
came the subject of his Diatribe. 
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The Word Shall Stand 


My Body 

Last time we spoke about what 
you called, I think, the “real pres- 
ence” of Christ’s body and blood in 
Holy Communion. You pointed to 
the fact that every person partaking 
in a true celebration of the Sacra- 
ment, even if he should be an un- 
believer, actually eats and drinks 
Christ’s true body and blood “in, 
with, and under the bread and wine”. 
Is it really necessary to stand so firm- 
ly and uncompromisingly on_ this 
position? 


It is, because that is what the Scrip- 
tures clearly teach. But I am not sure 
that I really know what you are get- 
ting at. Could you be a little more 
specific? 


A friend to whom I spoke since we 
last discussed this matter said to me: 
“I, too, believe that Christ is present 
in the Holy Communion. He is present 
there just as He is when Baptism is 
being administered or the Gospel is 
being preached. When it is all boiled 
down there isn’t any real difference 
between what you believe and what I 
believe.” Wouldn’t it be sufficient to 
leave it at that? 


First of all, I am bound to say that 
there is a pretty vast difference be- 
tween what your friend believes and 
what I am trying to say. I think we 
would agree that wé are all bound to 
believe what Christ clearly teaches 
concerning the Sacrament, even 
though we cannot comprehend it and 
even though it may seem to our insig- 
nificantly tiny reason and intellect 
like downright foolishness. We may 
make no more, but also not less, of the 
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My Blood 


Lord’s Supper than our Lord HigP* 
does. | 


same way as he is "present in Bap 
or when the Gospel is being preac 
But to leave it at that is to deny y 
Christ himself says of the Sacrarf 
and what He has made it. Wher 
Communion is being celebratex{” 
Christ instituted it, then He is pre 
in a very special way as well. He sf 
to the communicants His true~ 
actual body and blood (the body gf 
for them and the blood shed for thf’ 
to eat and to drink. This “preset 
of Christ does not occur in baptis» 
when the Gospel is preached. 
“real presence” of Christ in the C 
munion is a very special, a um 
thing. We cannot explain it bu 
believe it, and we refuse to allow ff 
be called into question and to bef‘ 
prived of something infinitely pree 
which our Saviour promises us. 


Why does Christ give us His It 
and blood to eat and drink imi 
Sacrament? 


The Lord’s Supper is intende fim 
impart blessings, which are gf) 
beyond our imagination, to him 
partakes of it. (What these bles» 
are we shall see ina moment). Bui " 
only does the Lord promise these 
sings to and bestow them upon 
and every individual communi 
He adds a pledge or seal to His pxp, 
ise to make it all the more sure’ }) 
certain for us: He gives us His | 


and blood of mine, given and 
‘or you for the remission of sins, 
1ow given to you to eat and to 
, be a token and guarantee that 
lsurely fulfill my promises. 


at, then, is it that our Lord 
ises, or, in other words, what 
e blessings and benefits of the 
s Supper? 


|. this question the Lutheran 

chism answers : “That (the bene- 
id blessing of the Lord’s Supper) 
wn us by these words, ‘Given and 
for you for the remission of sins’ ; 
e Sacrament forgiveness of sins, 
and salvation are given us 
ugh these words.”—This is my 
‘which is given for you... this 
y blood which is shed for you for 
remission of sins.” Where you 
: this glorious saving Gospel, there 
have both the promise and the 
al bestowing of the forgiveness of 
and what goes with it: life and 
ation, Jesus’ words are never 
ity and powerless. They bestow 
which they speak of and promise. 
as the pledge and seal of this for- 
ness of sins, He gives us the very 


hat would you say, then is the 
se of our partaking of the 
d’s Supper? 


om alone there is forgiveness. And 
se the strengthening of our faith 
Christ leads to a more God-pleas- 
¢| life, we can say that we approach 
‘} Lord’s Table also for the purpose 
obtaining the strength for greater 
‘liness of living. 
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Why do not all Christian churches 


_ take part in each other’s celebrations 


of the Holy Communion? 


When a group of Christians par- 
takes of the Lord’s Supper at the same 
altar they are saying to the world: 
“Because there is one bread, we who 
are many are one body, for we all 
partake of the one bread.” (1 Cor. 
10: 17). In other words, Holy Com- 
munion expresses the closest and most 
intimate relationship, a real oneness. 
But what if two people at the same 
altar are not even agreed as to 
whether the body and blood of Christ 
are present in the Sacrament or not? 
‘That surely would not be a oneness. 
The same applies if there is disagree- 
ment on other vital doctrines of Holy 
Scripture. For the truth’s sake, we 
ought not to express a oneness that 
does not exist. First we ought to re- 
move the disagreement that disrupts 
the oneness. Then we can celebrate 
the Holy Communion together. 


Why are not very young children 
admitted to the Lord’s table? 


Because, while they may have a true 
faith in Jesus, they are not really able 
to examine themselves. Paul says (1 
Cor. 10: 28): “Let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup.” 


How should a person examine him- 
self before he communes? 


He should in all earnestness ask 
himself these three questions: Do I 
truly repent of my sins? Do I believe 
in Jesus Christ as my only Saviour? 
Do I have the good and earnest inten- 
tion to amend my sinful life, with the 
help of God the Holy Spirit?- And 
the answer in each case must be a 
sincere and heartfelt yes. 

W. P. Borcas 


FIVE 


PLYMOUTH 


by Pastor R. Bruer 


No “ Summer Slump ” in 
Plymouth Church 

The usual “summer slump” didn’t 
materialize here in our mission con- 
gregation in Plympton. The church 
attendance figures for the months 
which usually show a “low dip” on the 
attendance graph during the months 
of July, August and September in- 
creased from last year’s 21.3 to 28.2 
this year. The Sunday School has also 
maintained a good average through- 
out the summer months. 


Holiday Bible School in August was 
again conducted for children of 
the neighbourhood between 4 and 14 
years old. 41 were enrolled—com- 
pared to 31 last year. In spite of be- 
ing handicapped by a lack of the 
proper Holiday Bible School 
materials and by sickness among our 
teaching staff, the hired marquee and 
the church hall were full to capacity 
each day. A special word of ‘thanks’ 
goes to Miss Mavis Brown of St. An- 
drews, Ruislip, for giving us a week of 
her holidays to help with the Holiday 
Bible School. 


Instruction Classes 

The doctrinal foundation of our 
Church here is being laid firmly and 
solidly. The adult class of seven mem- 
bers was interrupted briefly because 
of sickness (though the men captured 
the opportunity to do some needed 
“handyman” jobs 6f painting, and 
landscaping around the church 
grounds), but it is now nearing the 
“first time through the Lutheran 
Catechism” mark. The Teenage Class 
with three girls enrolled is also pro- 
gressing, and is now in Part II of the 
Catechism. All of these girls are active 
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REPORTING 


in Sunday School work and in By 
Class attendance. 


Sunday School Rally Day 


A highlight of our autumn 9p 
gramme was the Sunday School Raf 
Day Service, the first Sunday in C 
ber. This was combined wit 
Children’s Harvest ‘Thanksgi 
Awards were presented to the pt 
who had exemplary  attendé 
through the summer quarter. Ov 
the fourteen who received good atti} 
dance awards, Linda Clegg, Ly 
Hayman and Philip Colling 4 
commended for perfect attendane 

The Sunday School teachers put 
ly pledged their service and were 
stalled for another year in the Teal 
ers’ Dedication Ceremony. A nun) 
of the parents present commentec} 
how this ceremony impressed on th 
the fact that Lutheran Sun) 
Schools take their task very seriou 


Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

The feature of the Harvest Tha 
giving on that same Sunday was “ 
sonal giving”. The children brow 
one of their toys, and these will Ii fe! 
be given as Christmas gifts to hospe 
ised children. The cash offering 
the day were donated to local sci\y 


received from the Plymouth fin 
Cornwall Services. The total at }() 
dance was 110. The other gifts fi 
photo) were packaged individvsfiy 
and taken into 40 homes of sick, elfiy 
ly and shut-in people in the ne fii 
bourhood. The extra work which | 
involved — for the ladies 
along Monday morning and for fii; 
men helping to distribute these gil’ fh 
was more than repaid by the jonff 
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ing that each gift would be given 
nally to someone as a token of 
1 ®riendship. 


Launching Sunday in Plymouth 
held the second Sunday in 
Mber. Pastor Bruer showed a “‘his- 
of Plymouth Lutheran Church in 
” after the Sunday Service. He 
described the complete pano- 
}. of the congregations and mis- 


of the ELCE illustrated by 


\Bren who opened CEF Savings 

fp cards are still hoping for that 
from “Mr. CEF” sometime in the 
fice ! 


¥evident in the planning for the 
imn Evangelism programme — 
Christian Film Festival. At a 


ify the scheme from the last two 
’s to better serve our present 
yfamstances. There will be two 
n film events rather than four 
1 other years, each being shown on 
e consecutive nights of the week. 


am 
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The feature films will be “Question 7” 
and “Tammy” plus “Like a Mighty 
Army”’. 

This year the programme of Satur- 
day Children’s Films is intended to be 
a “feeder” for the main film events. 
The aim is to invite the parents 
through the children who come along 
—rather than, in other years, 
primarily to build up the Sunday 
School. The first children’s film will 
therefore be the Saturday preceding 
the film “Question 7”, The film “The 
Candlemaker” will be featured for 
both weeks, supported by two. films 
from Concordia’s Old ‘Testament 
Bible Story series. Also featured are 
two special films from the Canada 
House Film Library; “The Pony” and 
“R.C.M.P. Musical Ride”. The Plan- 
ning Meeting decided to publicize 
with a few strategically-placed large 
hoarding posters, rather than a great 
many small posters; and with well- 
chosen newspaper adverts. Busy legs 
and hands will distribute 4,500 hand- 
bills into the neghbourhood homes for 
each of the film programmes. 


as 


Part of the publicity scheme will be 
the “Outdoor Colour Television” — 
a rear projection screen mounted in a 
gilted picture frame — which will 
show coloured slides to passers-by and 
draw attention to the Sunday School, 
Youth Clubs, Sunday Services and the 
coming Film attractions. ' 

Once again our people in the 
Plympton-Plymouth Lutheran mis- 
sion say with Isaiah of old, “Here am 
I! Send me!”, and ask the Lord of 
the Church to bless their efforts. By 
the time of their “2nd Anniversary 
‘Tea and Service” on 13th December, 
they pray that the Lord will again 
have given them new evidence that 
He is working through them against 
the tide of declining religion ! 
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News from our churches 


Death of First ELCE Pastor 


Frederick W. Schulze dies, aged 91 


The pastor who in August 1896 arrived in London, 2 
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, to organise the first congregation 0! 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England, died at Caldwell, Idaho, U.S.4 
23rd September at the age of 91 years. 


Till the end of his life, the ELCE 
founder-pastor cherished the memory of his 
ministry in London. The Lutheran church 
in England remained always “his first 
love’, writes his son, the Rev. Victor 
Schulze of Parma, Idaho. 


In a letter to one of his professors, the 
young pastor described the reception he 
was given: the day he arrived in London: 
“In the afternoon all the brethren gath- 
ered in Mr. C. Ahrendt’s house at No. 54 
Crowndale Road (near High Street, Cam- 
den Town). The choral, “All Glory Be To 
God on High”, ascended to God from 
hearts profoundly moved". A few days 
later, on Sunday, 30 August, Pastor Schulze 
preached his first sermon in the same room 
on the text: “Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool” (Is. 1:18). The congregation were 
four men and two women. By the next 
Sunday, they had a hall, part of a factory 
at 105 Stanhope Street near Regents 
Park. A few Sundays later, there were 
congregations of 15 in the morning and 20 
in the evening. The evening service seemed 
to be the better attended, and by the New 
Year, 35-45, a good many of them bakers, 
were in the factory-church every Sunday 
evening. On Palm Sunday 1897, a congre- 
gation of 70 were present for the first con- 
firmation service. 


The influence of the young pastor upon 
his congregation, most of them themselves 
in their twenties, was very considerable. 
Many of the young men spent practically 
all Sunday with him, reading together and 
discussing the teachings of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Here was laid the solid Biblical 
foundations of the ELCE. 

Here also was missionary zeal engend- 
ered. In his first four months in London, 
Pastor Schulze visited 117 homes, inspiring 
his members to do the same, to make use 
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of and to follow up every Lutheran co 
By December 1896, what is now Li 
Tyndale Memorial Church was fou 
By 1901, Pastor Schulze and his cc 
gation had begun a second Lutheray 
sion in North London which, two 
later, was organized as Holy Trinity 


tenham, the second charter congregat | 


the ELCE. In the same year, 19! 
Silvertown, near Woolwich Arsenal, ¢ 
mission was opened, which was, hov 
subsequently closed, 

The founder-pastor of both or 
ELCE congregations served in Li 
from August 1896 to November 1904 
he accepted a call to a Lutheran ce 


gation in Hamler, Ohio. After th! 
served congregations of the Lut! 
Church Missouri Synod at St. Les 
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23 years old and \ ; 


ari; at Falls City, Chester, Daykin in 
ska; at Downs in Kansas; and finally 
wrence and Doniphan in Nebraska. 
‘tirement, Pastor and Mrs. Schulze 
for a number of years in Nebraska 
:moving to Idaho in 1961. 

viving are his wife, three sons, one 
ter, six grandchildren, and three 
grandchildren. The funeral service 
lace at Zion Lutheran Church Hast- 
¢@Nebraska on 30 September. 


EN ELECT 
‘CHARLES LAWTON 


5. Charles Lawton was elected Presi- 
of the Lutheran Women’s League of 
Britain at the Fifth Annual Conven- 
t Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, 
sh Town, on Sunday, 18 October. 
Lawton (Luther-Tyndale) succeeds 
E. Barker (Petts Wood) who guided 
WL through the first six years of its 
ince. Words of appreciation were ex- 
-d and a presentation made to the 
ag president. 

e Convention also chose Mrs. E. Jack- 
oreham Wood) as Secretary, and 
Crede (Harlow), Mrs. J. Taylor 
lip), Mrs. L. Dickens (Petts Wood) as 


itive Committee members.  Vice- 
man Mrs. F. Hillenbrand (Luther- 
ale) and Treasurer Mrs. A. Smith 


' Trinity) are the other members of 
xecutive. 

ced with a choice of Lutheran mission 
in Nigeria, Panama, New Guinea, 
Venezuela for their 1964-65 Overseas 
ict, the delegates selected Panama 
> the Rev. Kenneth Mahler, at one 
iat Westfield House, Cambridge, is at 
int serving. As Home Project, the 
»n chose the new ELCE mission to be 
(olf2d at Coventry. 

sty-five women, representing all LWL 
yujs in the Greater London area, attend- 
fre Convention which closed with a 
fre of Holy Communion in which the 
ailfon was preached by the Pastoral Ad- 
i} the Rev. Floyd Bosch. The Essay, 
\{l on the theme for the Convention 
y¥for the coming year, ‘Pray for One 
her’, was given by the Rev. M. Bram- 
c of Holy Trinity. 


PS NOW, MARTIANS NEXT 

“)rty-five “tramps”, Lutheran youth 
various parts of London, wandered 
t. Pauls Lutheran Church, Boreham 
, on Saturday afternoon, 10 October. 
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Fed and warmed, they stayed to barrage 
the Rev. Floyd Bosch with questions after 
he had spoken to them on ‘Witchcraft’. 
And they stayed on to enjoy the play, “The 
Old Music Hall’, presented by the Luther 
League of St. Pauls. After a bowl of soup, 
they scattered again. 


Luther Leaguers will come together 
again for their Winter Rally at Kentish 
Town on 23 January. The Rev. Arnold 
Rakow of Ruislip has been asked to speak 
on “The Christian in the Space Age” and 
members are asked to drop in as astro- 
nauts, Martians, and moon-men. 


PETTS WOOD DEDICATION 
14 NOVEMBER 

The new Christ Lutheran Church at 
Poverest Road, Petts Wood, will be dedi- 
cated on Saturday, 14 November. The 
service to which prominent local citizens 
have been invited will begin at 3 p.m. The 
Petts Wood congregation has set the dedi- 
cation for a Saturday afternoon so that the 
maximum number of Lutherans from other 
ELCE churches may share their joy and 
gratitude. 


NO DEARTH OF YOUNG MEN 
FOR THE MINISTRY 


Lutheran pastors in East Germany work 
under severe restrictions, and suffer per- 
sonal hardship, yet there are more young 
men studying for the ministry at the Luth- 
eran seminary at the University of Leipzig 
than there are congregations in which they 
can be placed. Dr. E. Geo. Pearce reported 
this after his return from four days of 
conferences, 14-17 October, in East Berlin. 
“In spite of restrictions of personal liberty 
and of their pastoral activity, in spite of 
hardships they and their families will suffer 
because they are pastors, young men with 
whom I spoke”, Dr. Pearce stated, “were 
eager to finish their studies .at our Luth- 
eran free church seminary at Leipzig and 
keen to enter the ministry’’.Their spirit and 
that of the pastors already serving congre- 
gations in East Germany was inspiring and, 
for us who serve in freedom and prosperity, 
humbling”. 


Dr. Pearce represented the ELCE at the 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Free 
Church of Germany, held in East Berlin 16 
October and in West Berlin 17-19 October. 
He also attended pastoral conferences of 
the independent Lutheran churches, at 
which clergy from both East and West 
Germany were present. 
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Our Churehes in the N ew 


The Boreham Wood Post, 
Thursday, September 3, 1964 


HOLIDAY BIBLE WEEK 


For the third year running, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Cranesway, Boreham 
Wood, are this week holding their annual 
Holiday Bible week. 


Children of the Sunday School and their 
friends, from four to 14 years old, have 
been attending the church, taking a packed 
lunch, and enjoying the many activities 
which are arranged for them by the pastor, 


the Rev. W. P. Borgas 


Over 40 youngsters have been going 
along each day. They have been taking 
part in devotions, Bible study, drawing, 
play acting, singing, indoor and outdoor 
games, sports and competitions. 


On Tuesday morning, Pastor J. Fergin, 
a missionary who has spent the past five 
years in Ceylon, was the special guest of 
the week. He told the children about the 
children in Ceylon. 


His work in Ceylon is mainly with the 
labourers from the vast tea plantations. 


HOLIDAY BIBLE SCHOOL AT ST. PAUL’S 
photo by ‘* BOREHAM WOOD POST ” 
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East Kilbride News, 
Friday, September 18, 1964 


FIRST CONFIRMATION §' 


After a lengthy course of instructit 
the Christian faith, Mr. and Mrs, 


MacKay, of 10 Kelvin Drive, The My ‘ 


became communicant members of the 
Kilbride Evangelical Lutheran Chur 
the rite of Confirmation. This special 
mony took place on Sunday evening, 
September, and was followed by the 
public Lutheran Holy Communion Si 
in East Kilbride. 

For 18 months, Mr. and Mrs, Me 
have been studying the six chief pa 
Christian doctrine outlined in Dr. MW 
Luther's Small Catechism under 
pastor, Rev. W. Fanning. 

The occasion is an historical one; 
two people are the first Scots in a Se 
Lutheran congregation to be confi 
Their vow was a renewal of their bap 
pledge (they were baptized as infants) 
faithful, even unto death to their fa 
God, Father, Son and Holy Ghe 
Whom Holy Scripture has led them 
lieve. 
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Times, 


October 9, 1964 


(TS WOOD ASSIGNMENT 


or Jonathan Cremer, who during the 
sr has been preaching at a number of 
ran churches, is now attached to his 
() ongregation—at Petts Wood where 
»y. J. Sims is Vicar of the Lutheran 
h of England. 


ififan of Kent, (born at Chartham, near 
eM rbury) Mr. Cremer is 31, married, 
‘las three sons. He went to Daintseys 
1, and did his National Service in the 
Navy in which he was a sub-lieuten- 
‘In 16 months afloat he saw service in 
i atarctic and the West Indies and was 
I%tish Guiana during the 1953 riots. 

er National Service, Mr. Cremer 
Mil Wiggins Teape paper mill at Dover, 
went to another of their mills at 
Mr and had charge of the quality con- 
lepartment of a further mill in Car- 


yigtile in Cardiff Mr. Cremer, who was 
sqthen a member of the Church of Eng- 
became interested in the Lutheran 
ch through the opening of a new mis- 
n the city. He then went to Cambridge 
{dy for the ministry, spending 34 years 
jl, including some time at Westfield 
Je, and completed his training with 18 
hs at a Lutheran seminary in St. 
5 Missouri. 


Cricket interests 


*. Cremer’s father is a Deputy Lieut- 
t of Kent and is the president of the 


j Loans 
' KENTISH TOWN £4385 
TOTTENHAM 1179 

' RUISLIP 838 
SUNDERLAND 329 
PETTS WOOD 294 
BOREHAM WOOD 267 
CARDIFF 38 
CAMBRIDGE 108 
HARLOW 57 
PLYMOUTH W 
EAST KILBRIDE 347 
POLISH LUTHERANS 286 
OTHERS 244 
Grand Total £8383 

OBER, 1964 


Kent County Cricket Club. Mr. Cremer 
himself is interested in cricket and is a 


member of the Band of Brothers Cricket 
Club. 


His home is at Cheam and will remain 
there as plans are in hand for building a 
mission there and after Mr. Cremer has 
had at least a year at the Petts Wood 
church, he expects to have charge at 
Cheam. 


Kentish Times, 
Friday, October 23, 1964 


A PLOT NEXT TO 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


A discussion on whether Petts Wood 
Lutheran Church should be allowed to 
acquire a plot of Council-owned land in 
Poverest Road, Orpington, for a manse was 
adjourned for a full report at a meeting of 
Orpington Housing Committee on Mon- 
day. 

The plot lies next to the new Lutheran 
Church, which is to be opened on Novem- 
ber 14. 

The Housing Manager, Mr. L. C. 
Brooks, recommended that the committee 
should refuse to dispose of the land. He 
said that the plot was not much use for 
housing, but he imagined that the new 
London Borough of Bromley might be 
short of sites for other purposes. 

He did not see why the Council should 
dispose of a site which was really too large 
for a manse and thought that the Luth- 
erans should be able to buy a suitable house 
reasonably near their church. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
Our Performance (For eight months February-September ) 


Withdrawals 


Donations Total 
£63 £4448 £3115 
44 1223 789 
12 850 743 
13 342 157 
3 297 385 
) 276 286 
0 38 4) 
10 118 129 
1 58 65 
0 WW 136 
0 347 117 
0 286 0 
850 1094 358 
£1005 £9388 £6321 
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THE COVER 


PORTRAITS OF 
THE REFORMERS 


Reproduced from 
Beza’s ‘“‘Icones”’ 


Sixteenth-century like- 
nesses of the leading 
Reformers gathered by 
Theodore Beza in 1580 
and Simon Goulard in 
1581. 


British Lutheran 
photo 


Postage stamps make history 4 
On 30 July, Mr. A. Michael, managing di 
Stanley Gibbons, made philatelic history 
returned from New York with postage stamps 
at £1,500,000: the largest single stamp sé 
recorded. 


Postage stamps support Bible colporteut 
The British and Foreign Bible Society last ye 
ted £1,525 from the sale of postage stamps. Ty 
supports five colporteurs who distribute th) 
Scriptures in Formosa, South Vietnam, 

Equador and in the Sudan. 


Postage stamps help CEF 

The women of our church have been 
stamps, too. At the October 1964 Convention! 
Lutheran Women’s League of Great Britain, 2 | 
for £15, the proceeds of the sale of used ai 
stamps they had collected, was handed over 
Church Extension Fund. Previous gifts to Cc) 
the sale of stamps amounted to £9. ; 


Save your stamps, used or mint, and give 7 
your local Lutheran Women’s Guild or ser 
direct to: 


Stamps for New Churches 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of E 
42 Museum Street, London, W.C. 


THE PREPARATION OF STAMPS ~ 


If the envelope looks interesting, send the 
envelope: some cancellations and overprintecd 
add to the value. Otherwise, cut a half-inch) 
the stamp, being careful not to bend or teaif 
not peel the stamp off. The Committee will 14 
is necessary to make the stamps marketable. | 
ber, every stamp, used or mint, home or forei 
value. 


